
Can I keep a pet in my rental?
In the majority of cases, obtaining the landlord's
consent is necessary as per your tenancy agreement
to keep a pet on the premises. Should the tenancy
agreement explicitly state that such consent is not
required, there are no implications associated with
having a pet. However, if your Tenancy Agreement
indicates the need for obtaining the landlord's
permission to keep a pet, reach out to your agent
and complete a pet application form.

The tenant assumes responsibility for any damage caused by their pet to the premises. Furthermore,
they are obligated to ensure the humane treatment of their pets and adhere to ACT laws governing
pet control. It is imperative that the tenant's pet does not disrupt the peaceful enjoyment of
neighbors. Additionally, the tenant must comply with all applicable rules and by-laws established by
the body corporate, if applicable.

The tenant will need to pay for all repairs or additional maintenance to the property in the event of
damage caused by their pet. If the cost of repairing such damage surpasses the initial bond
payment, the tenant is accountable for covering the excess amount.

What happens if my pet causes damage? 
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Can my landlord refuse my pet application?
Should the lessor intend to deny a tenant's request to keep a pet, they are required to submit an
application to the ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) seeking permission to refuse. This
application must be made within 14 days of receiving the tenant's request.

What grounds can my landlord
refuse consent to keeping a pet?

The pet would likely cause unreasonable
damage to the property. 

The property is unsuitable for the pet.

Keeping the pet on the premises would cause
the landlord significant hardship.

The pet would be a risk to public health and
safety and it would be contrary to the law. 


